Sister chromatid exchanges in patients with oral submucous fibrosis.
The incidence of sister chromatid exchange (SCE) was investigated in the lymphocyte chromosomes of 45 patients with oral submucous fibrosis and 56 age- and sex-matched nonsmoking controls. The frequency of SCE was 9.26 +/- 2.15 in patients with oral submucous fibrosis, which was significantly higher than the mean SCE value of 5.49 +/- 1.24 observed in normal controls. The frequency of SCE in patients with oral submucous fibrosis addicted to the habit of betel with tobacco chewing, "bidi"/cigarette smoking and combined habits of chewing and smoking of tobacco were 8.12 +/- 1.69, 9.43 +/- 1.87, and 10.06 +/- 2.28, respectively. These values were also significantly higher as compared with the SCE values observed in normal controls.